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OTIS M. MATHER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
HODGENVILLE, KY. 


August 6,193T. 
Mr .Howard K.Terry, 
Bustleton, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Sir: 
I have your létter of the 4th inst. 
I do not think the address on Naney Hanks Lincoln which 
I delivered at Lincoln City,Ind.,on July 13,193I,was published 
in full.I am pleased to send you a carbon copye 


Very fraareee 


P.S.cas Abraham Lincoln left this part of the country when 
he was undereight years of age,no one is living who remem= 
bers him as a resident of LaRue County eI kmow of two or 


three who saw him after he became President 0-MMe 
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MANCY HANKS LINCOLW : 
(Addvess by O.M.Mather,of Hodgenville,Ky,,et annual meeting of 
the Boonville Press Club,at Nency Henke Perk,lincoln City, Indi- 
ena, duly 13,1930.) 
As we are gathered here to-day at the conseerated spot 
where rest the mortal remains of Nenecy Hanks Lincolm,it is prop. 


- er that we call to mind some of the events of her brief life upon 


earth and endeavor to form some estimate of her sphere of action 
end her character, 

fhe span of her life was seareély more than a third of 
& senturye 

The unadspated facts and dates in the life of Heaney Henks 

Lincoln sre few,That she wes born in the state of Virginie is ace 
eepted by all as true;sthough es to the date and county of her 
birth historiens disagree.fhe year 1784 is somewhat indefinitely 
aecepted by good authority as the time of her birth.As stated on 
the stone at her grsve,she died on the fifth day of October, ISI6. 
Within this span of approximatly thirty-four years were embraced 
ell her growth, development, joy,habor end sorrow,the Saviour of 
men end the mother of the Saviour of a people were almost of the 
samo age when they were called from the carthessch of them died 
at an age when the ordinary man is just beginning his earcer, 

fhe mother of Haney Hanks was /ucy Hanks, bv who her father 
was, sehelership has been unable to determine with ecrtainty,The 
time of her arrival in Kentueky is likewisé uncertein,as is also. 
the place where she mede her home when she was first brought to 
that Shate. It is said Sl soaeiaees euthority that she prob- 
ably come to rentucky in company with hor mother some time be- 
_ teen 1765 end I889.1t is highly probable that her first home 


Be 
in Kentucky was With her maternal grandfather, Joseph Hanks, whose 
farm was on the holling Fork River,in Nelson county, just aeress 
the stweam from Hordin(later Lake) County,and ebout twelve miles ; 
heteeastwerdly from the sinking Spring Ferm where Abraham lincoln 1 was 
DOFN. 

In hor young womanhooa,end possibly down to the time of her 
marriage to Thomas idneoln, on dune I2,1006,the permanent home 2 
of Noney Henks,so0 fer as she could be said to have enti, was with 
her aunt, B1izabeth Hlanke Sperrow,and her husbend, Thomas Sparrow, 
whe were married in the year I796,and who for some ies prior 


to to the marrfiage of Neney owned and lived on a farm loeated 
on the South Pork of Nelin,now in Lakue County, and distant only 
about two miles from the Sinking Spring Ferm.It° was probably in | 
the home of fhemas Sperrow that Thomas Lineoln, then a ear penter 
at Elizabethtown, fifteen miles Weatwerdly,first courted Nenoy 
Hanks ;though,es is well known,the marriage of Thomas and Nenoy 
occurred in Washington County,Kentucky,some fifty miles from 
the home of her danke parents, Slizabeth* and Thomas Sparrow,eand 
sixty miles from Hlizabethtown,the home of tho bridegroom. 
Immediately efter the wedding, the young couple went to 
biizabethtown to reside, the huabend then boing twenty-eight 
years of age,end the wife,accerding to accepted authority, twea- — 
ty-two. I have in my possession on exaet copy which I have made 
from en 614 ledger kept by a firm of Elizabethtown merchants, show- 
iue mony eharges for artieles pavehased by Thomas Lincoln imme. _ 
diately before and immediately after his marriege«the last cher ge 
before the wedding being 7 shillings end 6 pence for "sundries", 
on dune 4,1806;and the first charge after the wedding being 7 


Se 
shillings and 3 pense, also for "gundrion, on dune 16, 1906. on 
a emda 22,only three weeks before the wedding, the account of 

Thomas Lincoln,en which he then had a goodly sum to his credit, 
was gharged with 36 pounds,I shilling and 8 pence, for sundries< 
$190.00 in America® money-not an inconsiderable sun for a wedding 
outfit even at this day, 
| On Rebrusry 10,1607,Sereh,the first child of Thomas and 
Benoy Hanke Lincoln,was born,at Elizabethtown, Kentucky.From the 
fact that Thomas Lincoln’ account with the store at Elizabethtown 
continued until dune 3,1808,end then suddenly stopped,es weil es 
from acoopted tradition,it is inferred that at about this time 
he and his wife and baby doughter removed to the vielinity of the 
Singing spring Farm,some fourteen niles Sestwardly from Elisa. 
bethtown-though,as LaRue County was not cut off from Hardin 
dounty until the year 1643,they were still in Hardin County, 
thomes Lincoln purchased this form,then containing three hun 
area cores, from his future brother-inélaw, Isaae Bush,in De. 
somber, 1808, asjzhown by records on file in Herdin county, and 
beyond ali question was living on it when his second child,Abra- 
hem Lincoln, was born, February 12,1809.At some date not later 
then June, I611,the Lincadn femily apporently abandoned the 
‘Sinking Spring Parm,whioh thomas later suffered to be sola 

for a smell purchase money debt due from a forner owner, and 
Joeated on a tract of *hirty sores in the besutiful little 
valley of Knob Greck, shout tea%#o mileo Hastwardly from the 
place whore Abraham Lincoln was born, but still within the 
boundary of the present Gounty of Lakue On this Knob Greek 
ferm the thira ané last child of Thomas and Taney Lincoln 
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was born,ond was given his father's name,Thomaszand here slso he 
died. fhe; plece of buriel of little Thomas is not known, but it 
is by nO means improbable that thic infant brother of the Prese 
ident rests in the neglected trial cround of Little Mount Chureh, 
in Laitue County,three miles East from uodgenville,of vhgch Shon 
as Lincoln and his wife,Neney,are helieved to have been members 
at the time of thoir removal to Indiana, | 

After his nomination for the Presidency, brahem Lincoln 
wrote to Semel Hayoraft,of Elizabethtow, rentueky-"My earliest 
recollections are of the mob Greek plece."On this Enob Greek 
ferm,in a log cabin as humble as that in which the er 


was born though on more fertile land and *& } 
rec ase of Muldrauch HilT}the Lincoln family ree 


mained for more than five years,until about the any of th 5 
Cty rup 

month of November, 1816,when the hundredemiles journey down 

the Ohio and to this spot where we now stand,was begun.The 

herdships of the new and then wild country were too great for 

the young mother,already worn and weary,and within two years 

from the time she lef} her Xnob Greek home in Kentucky her 

Femeins were laid in th grave at the summit of this beautiful 

i knoll, where ‘tOeday we gather to honor her BONNET 55 Ler pete Sa 
fig. tae ogame aaa 

left of  bangit @ proof that she ever rere few deeds of convey~ ” 

ange i whieh her mame is signed by ra 


an Sus neme and « date on the 
ag before us.Who knows of a trinket ia ever possessed,of a 
‘Ping that even cireled her finger,of a letter or a line to which 
her name is subsoribed peat 


“— ea 
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As we sRance back through the misty years, the fose and form 
and the charseteristics of Nancy Hanks Lincolm are scen in a dim 
and uncertein licht.2erhaps she apent more yours of her Mife with 
in the present boundary of the Little county in whieh I live than 
in ony other leeslityeAt lesst,a munber of her most active years 
wore passe? in Lame Comnty,ond here, too, doubticss Bhe hed her 
gsveatest sorrow,in the death of hor little s wee whose wmerked 


grave sho mat hove shed teors es she wac-#ime: 
hor*teat Kentucky’ home. Fow of her relatives remained in that 
part of Hordin tounty which is now Lame, after Nemey folieved 
the tide of immigration te the new State of dndfenajund memory 
of her hea lergely foded from the minds of the poople,of Laime 
sounty when her son attained Betionsl preminonce ellowever, Zev ~ 
persons of thet County who owrvives until the Civil vee afd ree 
momber Henney Iienks Lincoln «xi her Imebond and children,Through 
weeesad these old survivors ané thelr éesechienta I heave hearé 
traditions whieh I belicve te be lorgely true ana whieh I hove 
never scen in print,In order to make somo slicht contributiog 
to the meager — which the worl: has ef the women in 
whose honor we mile, i shell mention two or bhrée of thése tra~ 
ditions, triviel though they may seems — 
the first iliuetrates Naney's youthfal vivacity,or as we 
moy say, the connon freiipy of indiseretions, well~mom citizen 
of tonisville, fo-merly oF ‘Lakne County, informs me ae thet it 23 a : 
common tradition,veccived by him through hic mother,whe died years : 
aco at on edvencebuge, that one of his mother ‘2 eante was well age 
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quainted with Nakéy Hanke bofo-o she wea naxried,end that fer some 
time just before her marriage Naney nau home of this lady, 
on South Fork Creck,certainly not for from the homo of Thomas 
Sperrow,emas#iit Thomas Lincoln was e frequent visitor of Reney'a , 
eganet the comet became go ardent thet Thomas and Noney woul 
make long swtenlte'n eamp meetings end euch pleees,until finally 
this lady,who felt somo reaponsibllity for Nemey's welfare, in- 
formea Thomas that she disapproved of the long nocturne] she 
senses of Noney with him,and@ considered euch coniuet es unbecom- 
ing to wmarric! people, Witter this hint reculted in Neney's 
SE Washington County and later to her marrzece there, 
instead of in her edopted home,we can only conjecture At any rate, 
we may underatal@d that older people locked upon the pleasures ond 
follies of youth one hundred and twenty-five years ago in just 
about the seme way as they are regarded in thia 38 of eutomobilese 

fhe next tradition throws a site light on lige of hardship 
ana pemury to ~hich Nemey and hor fenily,scem to have been sub- 
jected ofter removel to whe, present of Laime, and after the 
eomparative affluence of the heed of the femily an eadnonis by 
tronsaeti ith morchamnts et clizabethtowne 

Alexander “evougaleywes a pioneer Yaptist preacher and the 
owner of « large ferm ond comfortable home,which were located about 
four miles Bast of the Sinking Spring Farm and some five or six 
miles Southwardly feom the Mneb Oreck place,which wes Thomas Line 
eoln' 8 last home in Zentucky.One of Madougalg*s erandsons,who ro~ 
eentiy dicdi,and who wou be hp hgety years of age if now living,re- 
peatecly informe? mo tet, ‘commonly gai@é among the older members 
of saa MeDouguls, family snes Neney Honks Lincoin eften came to his 


Ve | 
grendfother's home on foot for the purpose of doing the leundry 
work for the family. bi 
The next and the final story whieh I shell relate shows the 

esteem in whigh Neney Henke Lineolm was held by one of her nearest 
neighbors and most intimate aequaintences while the Lincoln fome 
ily lived on the Sinking Spring Famyghis goes far to contradict 
and correct tee ugly slanders whieh were engendered by the ‘Oival 
Wax’ » | 

Margaret Lalue Walters, femilierly known as "Peggy" Walters, 
3 other, was a daughter of 
John Lahue,for whom Lekue County was named.She was born Deceme 
ber II,1799,ond at the carly ace of fifteon,in the year 1806, 
merried Conrad Walters,and at once settled with her husband on 
his ferm lying between the Sinking Spring Farm end the ola — 
South Fork Church Her home was sbout se mile directly South of 
the log eabin in which Abreham Lineolm was bormsIt is a neigh 
borhood tradition that “pegay®/[theaeh younger then Naney sanks 
Lineoln , was married oovlier. and was already the mother of at 
Loast two ehildren,was present and aseieted at the time of the 


who was my own father's maternal grand 


birth of Abraham Lincoln. jiWhile there may be a question as to wheth= 

er she sothelly performed services on that oecasion which would 

be quesieorofessioneal,there can be little doubt that she,as well 

as other neighbor women,visited and ministereé,as wea the eus~ 

ton in the early deys,in the Lincoln home,vhen the birth of the 

boy required aid for the mother Her recollections of the mother 

and the child were distinc® until the day of her death, which ea« mM 
ouvred on October 26,186444 short time before her death, while | 
the war was at its height,she vieited at the home of Richard 


Be 
Greal,who was then the owner of the “inking Spring Poarm,and whose 
home wae near hy,end in company with mombers of the Creal fenily 


_ whe went to the spring and pointe? out the exeet elite of the 
- Ldmeoln eabin,whieh had been removed from its origine1 lesstion 
| _ more then twenty yoors before.n thie occasion mention wae meade 


in her presence of the current maliment cossip that Thomer Line 
eoln was not the fether of 4 m Lincolmsiey of kichard Greal's 
ent lavenynave borne witness to the fact that vhen Peggy Yelters 


Seether the suggeetion of this slander she seidsI do not ,bedieve 
knew Haney Lineoin well,an@ she : 268 & 2OOR WOMete” what 
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